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Amsricin Truckin' Associations, Inc. 
Comention Press Headquarters 
As st ably Rooew— Statler Hotel 
Los Angelos, California 
KADI30N *-4321 


'J- ! V- I < i-0'r\N>i.YN\ v 


FOR MEDIATE RELEASE 


BECK S/TS TRUCK ERIVERS, 
a .TIERS IL’.Y BE FORCED 
INTO POLITICAL DEFENSE 

LOS i. iXX^S, OCT.28.— International Teamstors President Dave Beck warned 
Tussdy that thG erection of Ttificial barriers against the growth of tho Ameri¬ 
can trucking industry by cor^xrtitiv > carriers can drive trucking management and 
labor into Jefonsivo political action. 

Beck spoke et e luncheon in the Stntler Hotel at which a conremorctive postage 
sta^p observing the 50 th anniversary of the trucking industry was presented in 
f-lbum form to industry' leaders -nd non in public lifo, including President 
Eisenhower, by Postnastor Ccncral Suwacrfield, 

■I say to you th't if the ti neric.n labor movement, in sulf-prosurvtion, is 
drivwn into political action, no one can tell me that with a membership of 
1^,000,000 they c-nnot develop a great machinery of political action," Buck said. 
■Not tod y, ma.'bc not ten yerrs frcei now, but let tho slightest reoossion occur 
in the busin-.ss life of this count rv, uad with labor’s intelligence, flnaneo -.nd 
F ss roots or’ misation, they can ups. t the entire economic life of America. 

•The thin- c'n hippon in the trucking industry. Competitive carriers 

initiate action throuc*' fair or unfair processes of legislation. They can build 
^ thssc artificial barriers to stop the evolutionary processes of this competi¬ 
tive industry’# -nd they <rn drive you -uri thoy can drive us into political action 
in self-art rz rv-tion. It 'dll bocosac mruxlntory upon us, if they so compel us," 

•The ultimate objective of tjr nsport' ti'n in this country is to transport 
goods to the consxsscr t flv. lowest c'St and V.o pr vils. a f' ir return to capital 
and a f“ir wafe t^ .aber," h. s-* *T? th't end I pi- d •> to the. trucking industry 
not only tfc. physical ass ts ?f -y arg r.isati m, but its financial resources as 


well,* 


- 1 - 



Baek pointed out thrt today wvs the first tlsio s president of his organisation 
hn»* uvor ad^rosacd an ATA convention, "A great «*ny men in this roe* bonding 
trucking companies -rt> only • short distanoo nsaoved from the non they cwplpy. In 
•con of ass it is ty s turn of f ortuno that the so men today arc not driving trucks 
inatc-d of oper-tin- tho espsni. s that own tlwsi. For ownership of trucking 
oowpenUs wrs not rtcruit*.d frost the bond houses of Wall Street or tho othor finan¬ 
cial hoaa.s of As*-rica. It recruited its capital from the savings and tho sacri¬ 
fice ■wd the physical effort of tho nen and vwn of its own industry, 

"The one thin? th t tho ovorwhclning wc.jjority of our union own, and have to 
offer, is thoir labor and they hrvo banded thowsclvcs into an organisation in order 
to sell their produet, Th~t is thoir investment in tho trucking industry, Thcro- 
f ire, wo work in concert — thoso who invest capital end tnoac who invest thoir 
labor." 

Bock s”li thorn wss no plaee in the Lm. ric^n cconasy for socialisation of 
any industry and "I went to register ny recognition of Postwistcr General Suwmor- 
field's off arts and of tho Biaonhower /administration to got the Government out of 
this tho cry of -concede rctivi." 

Bock ari J| tho ar^nisaticn ho represents is the largest labor unit in tho 
wvrld, with 1,500,000 aenbers and $31,000,000 in its treasury, "We arc not going 
to tolorrtc -rythirn; that is not in cvicort with right conduct, I do not believo 
In tho prsctioc of foathjrbcdding for labor, I do not believe in it for the 
railroads nor would I oountonanoc it in tho trucking industry," he said, 

"There art a groat rvjy things I hopo tc accomplish with the American Truck¬ 
ing Associations, Inc, I endorse it in every it is a great organisation," 
Beck pointed to tha British trr.de wevonent "forced into political action" by 
tho conditions surrounding the general strike of two doerdos ago, "With what 
result?" Buck said, "With this result, that twonty years later, out of a clear 
, it took ovor tho Government of England, and in ny opinion, not for the 

bsnofit and wolf re of the British wogo armcr," 
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fcck told tho rssowbled industry losdors that "if wo continue to work in 
concert with each other, in honorable dealings and our word me ms cur bond, slowly 


but surely we ern -arcrcaos. ’tv'tevor obstacles may fnoc us. lever onco in all 
mgr msetin s with ZJA has the issue of capital versus labor boon injected into our 


discussions, I pledge y*» sgain thu support of this international union. 



...Address by Mr. Dave Beck, General President, 
International Brotherhood of Toamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen 
and Helpers of America, presented on Tuesday, October 27, 1953 * 
ll30 o’clooic P. M., at the Luncheon Meeting of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the American Truoking Industry, Hotel Statler, 

Los Angeles, Californie ... 

MB. DAVE BECK: Mr. Chairman, Postmaster General, 
Mr. Summerfleld, Past Presidents of this great Association, 
public offioials In attendance, distinguished guests, and my 
friends of the American Truckers Associstion: 

It Is indeed a great privilege to be with you 
hare on the occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the trucking 
industry. I take great pleasure In the fact that this is the 
first time the President of our International organization has 
addressed the American Truckers Association in convention 
assembled. 

I know that a great many of the men in front of 
me today are but a short distance removed from the part that the 
wage earner, represented by our organisation, plsys In this 
Industry. 

I am fully cognisant of the fact that in many 
lnatances it is but fortune that a number In front of me today 
are not driving trucks Instead of operating companies, and lie 
that statement for this reason: that by virtue of It, you fui'j 
understand the problems that confront the Industry. 


The ownership of this great trucking industry 
ia not recruited from the bond houses of Wall Street, or from 
the banking institutions of America. No great financial capital 
haa been developed through the process of banking institutions} 
but In the overwhelming percentage of instancea, this yet infant 
industry has recruited ita great capital primarily from the 

savings and the sacrifice of physical effort - the men and women 

that now engage in the ownership of the trucking industryl 

It ia my philosophy, and I intend to pursue it in 
every industry that our labor organization contacts, that its 
continued existence will be bettered, and the part that we play 
in it will react to our benefit, contingent upon our ability to 
make contribution to it. 

It ia not within the province of the army of wage 
earners in this inuustry to make capital investment; and in the 
overwhelming percentage of Instances, that la true to all indus¬ 
tries. 

There is only one thing in the world that 
the overwhelming percentage of our people own, and that is 
thair labor! They have no great structure of capital; they do 
have their physical labor. They band themselves together in a 
labor organization to sell that labor under collective process to 
the industry, where they invest it, and that is their investment 
in Industry. 

It naturally follows, if you believe in our 
system of free enterprise, and our competitive structure, and 




our form of government, that it la to the interest of those who 
invest their labor, aa well aa to those who invest their capital, 
to conduct their industry in concert with the recognition of 
tbs sound principles of our government, and in harmony with the 
welfare of the great consumers of this country; and certainly, 
in recognition of every principle that developed industry, and 
the reaction thereby is beneficial to your investment. 

Thera is no place in this country, in my opinion, 
for the socialisation of any industry. And I want to give 
recognition and credit to the Postmaster Oeneral for the attempt 
that he la making to get the government as far aa possible out of 
socialisation of industry. 

This great government of ours was erected and 
built, and the prosperity of ita wage earnera, and its capital 
structure came out of competitive practices, with continual 
recognition of the evolutionary proceaaea that expand the welfare 

of industry. 

If we ever atop, or hesitate, or throw any arti- 
ficiel barriers in the way of evolution by the utilization of 
avery process of mechanization, or any other factor that will 
increase production, lower coat to tnt consumer, then Indeed 
will we be traveling in the direction of socialization, or aome 
other arbitrary form of government. 

This organization that I have the honor to repre¬ 
sent, la the largest organization of labor in the world. Today 
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It represent* approximately one-sixth of the total membership 
of the American Federation of Labor. It represents a membership, 
bona fide, tax paid, in the month of August, of 1,397*000. And 
there is always some delinquency in every organization, and so 
it la reasonable to assume that we represent a million five hundred 
thousand wage earners in this organization. 

are a great business organization in ourselves. 

We represent a treasury position of over thirty-one million 
dollars. We are building in Washington now a national head¬ 
quarters that will coat us over four million dollars. 

I want to point out here that I completely recog¬ 
nise that whenever you place great power or responsibility in 
organisation* or Individuals, they muet measure up to that res¬ 
ponsibility or they will become a liability to the welfare of 
the country Instead of an asset. 

And ao I say to you, in this international union 
we are not going to tolerate anything that is not in concert 
with a hundred per cent righteous administration of affairs. 

Yea, from time to time, among a million five 
hundred thousand personnel, there will be some that will back¬ 
slide; there will be some that forget their obligation to their 
organization and to their citizenship. But they're not alone in 
the rank of labor. 

I was asked one time, speaking right here in 
Los Angela*, if I could explain why labor had a man like 




Hr. Scallae, or Joe Pay. going to the penitentiary In New York. 

Z aald, "No. I cannot explain lt ( except this Is a human equation." 
But. Z aald that at the time that Mr. Scalise was there, across 
the corridor from him In the same penitentiary was Mr. Whitney, 
the President of the Mew York Stock Exchange. (Laughter) 

Zt was my privilege to serve on the Parole Board 
In the State of Washington for two and a half years. I was 
speaking In the Chamber of Commerce one day. and I was asked If 
Z would explain why labor men got Into the penitentiary. I said, 
"My friends, while I'm talking to you now. Z'm on the Parole 
Board of that Institution In the State of Washington, and we've 
got more bankers In there right now than we have had In the 
history of the place than labor representatives." 

The following week a banker came up to me when I 
waa going to apeak befure the Rotary Club, and said. "Mr. Beck, 
the statement you made la true, but Z wish you would emphasize 
they were Investment bankers and not commercial bankers." 
(Laughter) 

There are a great many things that I hope to 
accomplish working In harmony with this American Truckers 
Association. 

Plrat, let me g've It my enr'orrenent in every way. 

Z think It'a a great organization! I do rrt srree, In any sense, 
that It has measured up to rll of Its possibilities; but again, 
we are a human family, and in evolution wo rust make our progress 
by our ability to develop commensurate with the times, and the 
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reaponaiblllty placed upon ua. 

Thla great organization of lncreaaed capital In 

the trucking lnduatry, h*a the aame problema that we who lnveat 
our labor have, ke are confronted In every lnatance where you 
are confronted with the same opposition. 

Thoae who would erect artificial barrlera to atop 
the full and rightful progreaa of thla lnduatry, In every aenae 
dater the progreaa of t«s wage earner In It the aame aa they do 
the capital Inveatnent. 

I have often aald that I do not believe In labor 
organlzatlona being Involved In political action aa a premiae 
upon which they ahould operate. 

Thla great labor movement haa been built on 
economic action and not on political action. But I know, and 
common aenae will dictate to anyone who will analyze that, if the 
labor movement, or the trucking lnduatry, or the American Medical 
Aaaoolatlon, or any othnr group, any of them whoae lntereata are 
violated, aa well aa their rightful welfare by the proceaaea of 
leglalative action, they will at leaat temporarily have to aiphon 
off their attention to their primary purpoae and become political, 
at leaat In part In their activity. 

No better la that demonstrated than aa I have In 
mind, for instance, Taft-Hartley legislation. I do not intend to 
dlacuaa It here; it's a controversial question. But I do aay 
thla to you businessmen: I aay thla to you, my aaaoclatea In the 
truoklng industry: It waa In 1921 or 1923 that a tremendous public 
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opinion was gsnsrsted against the wage earners of Great Britain, 
•riling out of an ill-advised general strike. Taking advantage 
of that molding of adverse public opinion, they set the labor 
movement of England back fifty years almost overnight by preying 
upon ths mind of prejudicial opinion growing out of one mistake, 
or more, of labor. But what price did they pay for itT They 
automatically gave Impetus to the British Trade Union movement 
in the tremendous political action. They forgot almost entirely 
thalr aconomic program, and they continued to develop a tre¬ 
mendous maohlnary of political action. They went down into the 
graaa-roots of England. They siphoned off into every phase of 
thalr labor conduct an understanding of political action, with 
what rasultT lot in one year, not in five years, not in ten years, 
but it took them more than twenty years. It took them through a 
procaaa of time when they took advantage of a situation growing 
out of the war, and then out of the clear sky they took over the 
antira government of England, 

They socialised its banking, its transportation, 
and a great many of the facets of its economic and social life, 
in my opinion, not to the benefit of the British wage earner. 

And I say to you if tha American labor movement 
in self-preservation is driven into political action, no one can 
avar tall me that with the membership of sixteen million they 
eannot develop a great machinery of political action. Not today, 
not a year from now, maybe not ten years from now, but let the 
slightest racasslon occur, and the business life of this country. 
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aa tt»y ara developed In that machinery of political action, 
with Intelligence and finance, and the grass-roots organization, 
they can upset the entire economlo life of America. 

The eame thing oan happen in the trucking Industry. 
Competitive carriers Initiate action through fair or unfair 
proceaaea of legislation. They can build up thaso artificial 
barriers to stop ths evolutionary processes of this competitive 
industry, and in self-preservation, they can drive you, and they 
can drive ua into political action in self-preservation. It will 
become mandatory upon us if they compel us. 

We should, in my opinion, by unity of relation¬ 
ship between us, take recognition of everything that is beneficial 
to our mutual welfare. 

Now, I'm ons that believes 100£ in free enterprlss 
and in evolution, end in the processes of mechanization. I do 
not believe in feather-bedding for labor, I do not bslisve in 
it for the railroad industry, or any other Industry. (Applause) 

I went to say to the truoklng Industry, I want 
to say to the Postmaster Oeneral, if the consuming public of 
Amerloa, the business people in this country, if they can get 
better service by virtue of air transportation of mail at a cost 
aa low as trucks can supply it, or rail, then the Postmaster 
Oeneral would be derelict in his duty if he did not see to it that 
mail waa carried by air. (Applause) 

I do not subacrlbs to the right, that the trucking 
industry has any right to erect on their scene artlflclel barriers 
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against the fra* flow of Comoro* by waterborne transportation; 
nor ahoald wo, for oolflah raaaons, olthor by roll or truck, 
throw any Impediment Into th* dovolopmont of th* artorlal service 
by uttor frost any placa within tha contlnantal eonflnaa of tha 
Dnltad states that la banaflclal to tha prograss of this oountry. 

Ho ona waa doing any orylng In tha aarly days whan 
ths atag* eoaoh want out of existence, baoauaa tha rail* cam* 

West. ko ona avar worried very much whan horse-drawn vehicles 
ware eliminated, bacaua* mechanised trucking lnduatry cam* 

Into axlatanca. 

My frlonda, unloaa we era going to gat aoma 
kind of arbitrary form of government, either soclallat or dea- 
potlc, wa must constantly kaap In mind that wa muat make our progrsaa 
through evolutionary procaaaaa. 

Wa muat utilise tha machinery of tha Inventive 
gonlua of man. Wa muat accommodate it to tha forward 
prograaa of our country, and to tha lnduatrlaa that It will 
benefit. And wa muat never loaa eight of tha fact that our 
ultimata objective In tranaportatlon Is to move our products at 
tha lowoat possible coat to ths consumer, conalatant with legi¬ 
timate profit to tha lnvaator, and a recognized atandard of wages, 
hours, and condition America In structure to ths Invested capital 
of labor. (Applause) 

I pledge to you not only ths physical rosourcos 
of this International union, but Its financial resources ss wall. 
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I hops that you develop a great and powerful American Trucker* 
Aaaoclatlon. I hope you keep your ear turned to the ground to 
llatan to the vibration* of your membership In every nook and 
corner of America. I hope you get out In front of your problem*, 
recognise them, and not try to apologise for them. 

I hope you have regional organisation that 
attiurea up to their responsibility, but accept In full their 
allegiance to the great parent organisation of the ATA. 

If we work In concert with each other on such 
progressiva fields of action, If we recognise that this government 
of ours far transcends the right of either capital or labor, If 
we measure up by honorsble dealings, If we have character, If 
our word la as good as gold, If our signature Is no better than 
our word, If our word means everything, then slowly but surely 
we will surmount the obstacles that, from time to time, may 
drive us apart, only temporarily. 

I never Inject the Issues of capital and labor In 
any meeting that I hold with the ATA or Its subsidiary bodies, 
because upon that field our Job la to promote this great Industry 
and not drive us for one second apart upon controversial matters. 

Teamsters International Union have a great selling 
Job to do not only Inside the ATA and its affiliated membership, 
and to those that do not belong to It, but we have a great selling 
Job to do to the American public. It will take some period of 
time, but It Is my prophecy for any man If he so conducts himself 
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of recognition of character, and honorable dealings, if the thing 
that ha represents will stand the test of time, truth will always 
survive. 

And I aay to you in conclusion, having reached 
the hour that I was to adjourn, I want to thank you for the 
opportunity to be with you. I want to pledge you the resources 
of thia international union. I want to share with you in all 
of your problems, good, bad, and indifferent. And we want to 
march alongside of you completely recognizing that in thia great 
industry that you represent, we have the only thing God gave ua 
to invest --- our LABOR I 

Thank you. (Applauae - standing) 
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TEAMINB T0IBTHE1 
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try bat for tht IM m lltofl Ao>» rtGWAS it irna 
day 

Tha iNosntNOBMT Advtwowy Committv to tmn 
Tvuckiho lNDumnr - i Boa pruAt. bob pobticnl 
organisation — U dedicated to the job of general 
in* good will for tha industry's port nchievwmenta 
and helping to atrengthen tha industry ■ future 
role in our nation. It is comprised of leaderahip rep- 
reseating Trucking Operators, Labor and Suppliers 

Already the Committee has met on several occa¬ 
sions with the Prcuident snd his White House Staff 
in efforts to inaure that the yeara ahead will pro¬ 
vide an atmosphere in which truck transportation 
can grow — and make even greater contributions 
to the country's security snd prosperity 
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ACT IYITIES ARE DESIGNED TD ACHIEVE 


An adequate share of steel, rubber and other scarce materials 
for the truckmf industry, m time of emergency (ttes labor 
management committee was effective to this end in 1950-51 52X 

Continuation of tha Safety Section, Bureau of Motor Carriers, 
LC.C 


3 Elimination of discnmaation in taxes 
^ Eimmation of discriminatory practice 


Elmmation of discriminatory practices which adversely affect 
financing, operations, and safety in the industry. 


Construction and maintenance of adequate nationwide highway 
systams-for peacetime and wsrtime usa 

Elimination of attempts to stifle constructive competition in 
the transportation field 

AND MANY OTHER PROJECTS HELPFUL TO THE INDUSTRY 
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ODD INDDSTBY’S 
¥ AMAZINS PB06BESS 


... since horse snd bum days indicates that 
what has happened in the past ia only a fore¬ 
taste of what can happen in the future. Trucks 
todsy are the essential link in America ■ traas- 
portation chain. 

The industry a future snd our individual 
prosperity, earned by moving the products pro¬ 
duced by our fellow-American*, demand that 
truck transportation have a healthy climate in 
which to grow and prosper - one that is sus¬ 
tained by • continuing public awareness of our 
service te the nation. 

It is most encouraging to see a banding to¬ 
gether of labor, management snd suppliers in a 
team dedicated lo the attainment of worthwhile 
objectives for the industry. 

AT-er and the men and women of Associated 
Transport (>p halt" to ATT and pledge their 
enthusia; ' - support in helping with the job the 
Committee has staked out. 


















> l« track* end track-trailer* 

Ikilit) ■( tki'M working witkfn awtor tr*n*i>ort*tiaii ■■ a 
■at merely la a great ace name antarpriaa, but to tkr 
aaty aantenae -in geaee a* war-df^anla an trenagorte 


■ raaganall-lbtiaa, we wka ragraaant trucking equipment 
it ud egaratara kava cenatitutad a caanmittaa The inda 
«r> Committee ta tka Tracking Induatry, Inc. Tki* i* nat 

K n it w « laker Management eenfarance af ragraaan 
argaaaiatiaaa aatakiiakad far gaidanca aad daciatvc 


1. fa ^Maca gaMU unda ratandlag af tka tracking Induatry'a vital can 
VF.Iaiiltn la Aaiar'n* a waller*. 

y jfu fftr iTc liar auaiglelc aaogbratian witk Gavarnmcnt aganciaa at all 
»rva»v 

1 T> wark nntk all gablic and grivata aganciaa dedicated to tka davalag 
m-rnt af « aafa and adequate kigkway ayetem 
4. Ta aaak new acanamic aggartumtiaa far tka tracking induatry. 

Ta farlkic motor tranagortgtien and Incraaaa It* kanellta ta tka nation 
ky atimaloting and gremoting raaaarck and education 
I. To challenge tkaaa wka aaak ta atil* conitructive comgatltion in tkc 
trnnagartaliaa ihatd 
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Hr. Dave Beck 

100 Indiana Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Deve: 


What do you think of the Idea of having 1,000 
copies of the November Issue of the Teamster prepared 
espeolally for distribution at the A.T.A. Convention. 
The oover and first three or iour pa 5 es could be re¬ 
written to tell the story of our Conuulttee activities 
and plans, and thus tie In with the "kick-off" for the 
3100 dinners scheduled for April 29, 1954* 

I have discussed this matter tentatively with 
Arch r.ercey, and undsrst&nd that It Is mechanically 
possible to utilize the plates etc. so as to minimize 
the cost of the special edition of 1,000. 



Arthur D. Condon 


11/ed 
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law ornccs 

DAVIES. RICHBERG.TYDINGS. BEEBE & LANDA 

IOOO VERMONT AVENUE. NORTHWEST 
WASHINGTON S. O. C. 

September li±, 1953 


Mr. Dave Beck 

100 Indiana Avenue, N.W. 

Waah'n-ton, D. C. 

Dear Dave: 


I have arranged with Ban Sonnenberg for 
appropriate publicity coverage of your talk at the 
A.^.A. Convention. 

At some time about October 10 I plan to 
cone unlcate with you and ask you for a summary of what 
you Intend to say, as a basis for the publicity. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

Arthur D. Condon 


11/ed 





